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40 STUDIES IN HISTORICAL METHOD.

4. Keep all your notes on one topie together.

5. Leave sufficient margins for additional jottings.

6. By underlinred words or marginal headings call attention to
the contents of vour ypage.

If you choose to keep a series of books instead of loose sheets in
covers, the above rules also apply; but in order to carry out 4, it
will be necessary to Lave the note-book paged. and to run an index
of some sort. Nearly all those whose experience I have consulted
prefer the system of cards and loose sheets; many make more or
less use of color to indicate different varieties or sets of notes.
But while there is great rcom for variation. yet the general rules
bere laid down are followed by nearly all those who make a serious
business of history.

THE RELATION OF ADJUNCT SUBJECTS TO HISTORY,
NOTABLY BIOGRAPHY.

Brocrapay is so easy and so tempting. and so frequent an
approach to history, that it Lecomes important to define its rela-
tion to our subject. The subject-matter of history is woven by
the interacting lives of multitudes of men and women. Its value
lies in the chance it gives us to see how these lives evolve into
freedom and power: its sources are the products of human lives.
Then, do we not find in a concrete human life of a given epoch the
most significant source of all? Through the biography of Colum-
bus do we not most easily realize the actual conditions of his epoch ?
Do we not through him experience the government of kings and
courts ? through him become acquainted with noble, monk, burgher,
and serf ? through him see on one side of the water monasterie€s,
cathedrals. mediaval towns with narrow streets and strong-built
walls, and on the other side of the water primitive America ?
To all this varied medizval setting his life gives unity and mean-
ing. At that one point we enter alive into a living world.

This argument leads to the use of bLiography quite apart from
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ist who can guide the student to his sources, and show him how to
interpret them truly and critically. The college will realize this
first; but in time the seminary is as surely destined as the labora-
tory to work its way in modified forms into every place where his-
tory is taught. One aim will take us surely to this ideal end;
namely, the endeavor to see, to feel, the real thing.
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